
Digital Home (an update)

David Harrison, July 2026 

Changes to the Solar + Battery + Tariff world



Starting point

 
Not exceptionally we use 

Hive to control our heating 
and hot water - we’ll stay on 

gas as long as the boiler’s 
working!



Apple Home - 1

The Home app using Siri, and 
Smart Plugs (eve and 

Meross) allows us to control 
some devices (erratically). 

We have to use SmartLife to 
control the IR heaters.



Apple Home - 2

 
Again, as a home almost 

totally Apple, with a touch of 
Samsung, it’s easiest for us 

to use Apple Home



The power supply

We have 11 Enphase solar 
panels with micro-inverters 
connected to a Givenergy 
All-in-One Battery/Inverter 

system. The panels are 
viewable using Enlighten app



Enlighten - 1

Distribution of Solar Gain for 
morning of July 9th.



Enlighten - 2

Stats from our solar panels 
for July 19th morning



wonder watt

The game changer. Monthly 
subscription allows 

scheduling of import and 
export cycles for 30 min 

slots from / to Grid



WW - 1
Configured for our tariff - Agile Octopus. 

You can select up to 12 charging (or 
discharging) slots a day, and disable them 
as you wish. For charging the app checks 

whether your battery charge level has fallen 
below a certain level (SOC less) and allows 

you to stipulate the level should rise to.  

Each of the charge schedules can be 
changed by you on a day by day basis - or 
you can allow WW to dynamically select 

charging slots (we don’t). 
We don’t use discharge slots. 



WW - 2

The slots selected for charging showing the  
price per kWh we have agreed to pay. You 

can also stipulate a max price that you 
would accept for charging from the grid. 

If you leave the max pay blank, it will charge 
for the slot regardless



Along came Axle

GivEnergy the Battery company went into 
administration a couple of months ago; but the 
software arm was able to keep going, but had 
to charge a monthly subscription of £4.99 to 

keep it afloat.  

Axle a VPP company offered to pay our GE 
Software subscription. 

Certainly worth looking into!!



Axle - 1

Not just batteries but other 
solutions as well. Their 
objective to sell excess 
power to the Grid and 

minimise costs for other 
technologies.



Axle - 2

We’re just interested in 
minimising our costs, not 

energy generation, but could 
it help out and pay our GE 
Software subscription as 

well?



Axle - 3

Impressive figures from a 
start-up, and they’ve just 

raised significant capital to 
expand their services.



Axle Event - 1
Example email advising an Event is coming the next day - 

you can decline to accept the Event. 

They will pay £1 per kWh, and on top of that we will get 
the Octopus Export rate - currently 12p per kWh 

That’s an incredible difference, and it means that as long 
as your battery has sufficient charge you’re getting quite 

a return 

As max charge on the Agile Octopus Tariff is 0.99p; you 
can’t lose out 

You can plan to charge to at least 60% battery before an 
event, regardless of the charge cost for a slot. 

I’ve calculated that each Event will take c.33% of our 
battery capacity. 



Axel Event - 2

The Events are regional; not 
all Events occur everywhere 

Very clever as generation 
varies by region as well



Axel Event - 4

After the Event, you’re 
advised it’s finished and that 

you’ll be advised within 72 
hours of what you’ve 

discharged to the Grid.



Axle Event - 5

We’ve been invited to participate 
in 6 Events to date 

On one occasion I misread the 
date/time and as a result the 

battery level fell to 4%. Part of 
the learning process.



Axle Event - 6

Not a bad return for very 
little cost. In summer we 

should be able with proper 
management using Wonder 

Watt to make this 100% 
income from solar.



GivEnergy - 1

The Power graph - where’s 
the power coming from, 
going to, and how is the 

battery responding



GivEnergy - 2

Slightly easier to follow - the 
energy graph 

 
You can isolate the different 

components to see how 
each is working.



GivEnergy - 3

How’s the battery performing? 

For the Axle Event from 6;00 to 
7:00am you can see the peak of 
discharge from the battery, then 
the recovery from a mixture of 

Grid and Solar.



GivEnergy - 4

All brought together in a 
handy dashboard - here 

showing the export to the 
Grid in an Axle Event on July 

19th





The important things to note are a) the costs incurred in 2024 when we were first on Octopus Flux, then Intelligent Octopus, 
before we moved to Agile Octopus plus WW from October 2025 [NB the total cost with British Gas, pre-2024 was c.£3600 a 
year]; b) the costs remained virtually constant from 2024 even though the price cap went up in 2025; c) we have a running 
calculator to help us estimate how much we should set our Direct Debit at; d) we’ve used more gas (yellow) in 2026 (health 
reasons), but saved on electricity (green), and are heading for a considerable saving overall.


